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HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET 

 
This booklet has been produced to help you select the subjects you will study in 2012.  It is very important 
that you select carefully - your future may depend on it.  The further you go in the senior school, the more 
difficult it becomes to change that direction.  You will not be able to change courses next year so think 
hard before you hand your Course Selection sheet in.  That is why the very best advice is to keep as 
broad a range of subjects as possible for as long as possible. 

 
 

Plan Ahead 

 To study a particular subject at Year 12 or Year 13 level it is often necessary to have taken it, or a 
related subject, in the previous year. 

 Check the subjects in the senior school and where they can lead to in terms of tertiary education and 
careers. 

 Courses at Polytechnics or Universities often have prerequisites. If you know the course that you wish 
to take, when you leave school, check what these prerequisites are. 

 An extra year of school (Year 12 and/or 13) may be important in allowing a student to try new subjects, 
develop new skills, participate in extra curricular activities or gain in personal maturity. 

 Check what subjects are really needed.  It is now possible to start many subjects at tertiary level.  
Bridging courses are offered by Tertiary institutions to allow students to come up to standard if some 
foundation work has been missed.  However, these courses can be costly and it may be better for the 
subject to be taken at school. 

 All students in Year 11 must study an English, a Mathematics and a Science course. 

 All Year 12 students must study an English course. 
 
Remember to get advice from a range of sources before you decide.  
 

 

SUPPORT PROVIDED TO HELP YOU SELECT COURSES: 
 
ǐ CAREERS ADVISOR ï Mr Ching  
ǐ YOUR DEANS and HEAD of HOUSE 
ǐ GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR ï Ms Cribb  
ǐ NCEA ISSUES ï Ms Van Maren  
ǐ HEADS of DEPARTMENT 
ǐ YOUR TEACHERS 
ǐ YOUR PARENTS! 
ǐ LOOK UP INFORMATION ï in the LIBRARY or on the INTERNET.  
 See www.careers.govt.nz 
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SUBJECT CHOICE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
      
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Copy adapted from Career Services - Rapuara 

 
What subjects 
do you enjoy? 

Do you like the 
work or is it 
just that you 

like the 
teacher? 

If you are 
interested in the 
subject you are 
most likely to do 

well. 

 
How good are 

you at a 
subject? 

Assessment 
results will 
help you to 
determine 

your ability. 

Discuss your ability 
level with your 

teachers.  
Remember success 

is 5% ability and 95% 
effort 

 
If you have some career 
options in mind, ask the 

Dean, the Careers 
Counsellor, Staff, 

Subject Teachers or 
Heads of Departments 

which subjects you need. 

If you are not clear about 
your future career, keep 
your options open by not 

specialising too soon. 
Ask for assistance. 

 
Investigate carefully 
all subjects you are 

interested in. 

Make your final 
choice by keeping in 
mind the formula 
above. 

 

INTEREST   +    ABILITY   +   OCCUPATION   =   SUBJECT CHOICE 

Reminder: your choices are your future.  Keep in mind the formula at the top of the page: 
 

INTEREST   +    ABILITY   +   OCCUPATION   =   SUBJECT CHOICE 
Do not take a subject just because your friends are taking it ï or because you like the teacher! 
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COURSE STRUCTURE 2012 

 
 

Entry Requirements (Prerequisities) 

Prerequisites tell you the conditions that must be met for you to attempt certain subjects. We have subject 
prerequisites and level entry prerequisites. It takes careful planning to ensure that your desired course in 
two or three years time will be possible and that you havenôt missed doing an essential subject. 

 

Many students undertake multilevel study, a combination of years 11, 12 or year 13 subjects. It is 
important to understand the Entry Requirements to each level of study. These are general guidelines as 
each course must be negotiated with your Heads of Department with guidance from Deans. 
 
 
The following subjects must be taken from Year 9 / 10. They can not be ópicked upô for the first time at a 
higher level. 
 
 Languages 
 Art Year 12 / Year 13 
 Graphics Year 11 and above 
 Music Year 11 and above 

 
All courses should be discussed with and approved by your parents and your Form Teacher or Dean. 
Each studentôs application is treated on its merits. 
 

Year 11 2012 ï 6 Subjects 
 
In 2012 all Year 11 students will study 6 subjects.  Those students who gained less than 1,000 credits 
from the Year 10 Certificate of Achievement may be directed towards certain subjects to ensure they are 
participating in an appropriate course of study. 

 
Subject Choice 
 
It is important that you choose a balanced set of subjects. Particular careers demand that certain subjects 
be studied, so you need to take advice and consider options carefully.  Your choice of subjects must be 
approved by your Dean.  We suggest looking at www.careers.govt.nz. 
F Get job information on the Jobs Database 

 
Next yearôs timetable will be based on your choices ï please choose carefully and thoughtfully.  Final 
course confirmation will depend on assessment results.  A course confirmation day will be held late 
January 2012. 
 
After choosing your senior course check: 
 

Ö Do you have enough credits for the qualification you are seeking? 

Ö Will you meet the literacy and numeracy requirement for NCEA Level 1 or for University Entrance? 

Ö Do your subjects lead you to the sort of learning that you want to do in future years? 

Ö Is the workload, for all your subjects put together, manageable? 

Ö Have you selected subjects that provide you with a good chance of success? 

 
 

http://www.careers.govt.nz/
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QUALIFICATIONS IN THE SENIOR SCHOOL 
 

 
 

The National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) 
 
a. How Does NCEA Work? 
 
NCEA recognises achievement in a wide range of studies.  It means schools can offer a broader range of 
subjects and students can gain credits from standards developed by industry. 
 
To complete an NCEA certificate students must earn credits. They attain credits by meeting standards in 
their chosen subject areas. Some standards will be assessed by the external examinations, others will be 
assessed by internal assessment. 
 
Achievement/Unit standards make clear to teachers, students and parents the standard of work, skills and 
knowledge necessary to achieve. Students earn credit by fulfilling the requirements of the standard.  
These standards encourage high expectations.  Achievement standards have been designed so that 
satisfactory work, good work, and truly excellent achievement can be recognised with ñachievedò, ñmeritò 
and ñexcellenceò grades. 
Students will be told how well they have performed in each part of each subject with marks for both 
externally examined components and internally assessed work. 
 
b. Requirements for Achieving NCEA 
 
Level One Certificate 
Students need to gain 80 credits at Level 1 of those 80 credits, students will need to have gained 10 
credits in English or Te Reo (literacy) and 10 credits in Mathematics (numeracy). 
 
Level Two Certificate 
Students need to gain 80 credits. Of those 80 credits, 60 must be at Level 2 or above (students may use 
20 credits from their Level 1 certificate to fulfil the requirement for Level 2). 
 
Level Three Certificate 
Students need to gain 80 credits. Of those 80 credits, 60 must be at Level 3 or above (students may use 
20 credits from their Level 2 certificate to fulfil the requirement for Level 3). 
 
Scholarship 
Scholarship is externally assessed.  It is designed to extend the very best students and to financially 
reward very able students who are going on to tertiary study.  It is not a qualification.  Students sitting 
Scholarship will be assessed on their ability to think laterally and in the abstract.  The exams cover the 
same knowledge and skills as Level 3 achievement standards, but the standard of performance required 
is much higher. (See http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/awards/scholarship) 
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University Entrance Requirements: 
Universities and other tertiary institutions set their own entry criteria for their courses. If you are intending 
heading in that direction you need to do some research before selecting courses for Years 12 and 13. 
 
In general for University, you must obtain: 

Ö a minimum of 42 credits at Level 3 or higher on the National Qualifications Framework, including a 

minimum of 14 credits at Level 3 or higher in each of two subjects from an approved subject list, with 
a further 14 credits at Level 3 or higher taken from no more than two additional domains on the 
National Qualifications Framework or approved subjects  

Ö a minimum of 14 credits at Level 1 or higher in Mathematics or Pangarau on the National 

Qualifications Framework  

Ö a minimum of 8 credits at Level 2 or higher in English or Te Reo Maori; 4 credits must be in Reading 

and 4 credits must be in Writing. The literacy credits will be selected from a schedule of approved 
achievement standards and unit standards.  

 
Approved subjects for University Entrance offered at this school are: 
 

Accounting Japanese 

Biology Mathematics with Calculus 

Chemistry Mathematics with Statistics and Modelling 

Classical Studies Media Studies 

Computing Music 

Design (Practical Art) Painting (Practical Art) 

Drama Photography (Practical Art) 

Economics Physical Education 

English Physics 

French Printmaking (Practical Art) 

Geography Te Reo Rangatira or Te Reo Maori 

Graphics Technology 

History  

 
 
 
In summary for university entrance it requires: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Å 14 credits in Mathematics at Level 1 or higher 
Å 4 credits at Level 2 or above in Reading(English or Te Reo Maori) 
Å 4 credits at Level 2 or above in Writing (English or Te Reo Maori) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 credits at 
level 3 or 

higher in an 
óapproved 
subjectô area 

14 credits at 
level 3 or 

higher in an 
óapproved 
subjectô area 

14 credits at 
level 3 or 

higher in no 
more than 2 
domains or 
óapproved 
subjectô area 

 
University Entrance Review 
University entrance qualifications are currently under review.  Recommendations for 
changes are due in the later half of 2011.  Implementation for Year 13 students will be in 
2014 (to attend university in 2015).  Meanwhile, current UE requirements stand. 
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Most New Zealand Universities are now introducing an enrolment policy that will determine your 
selection into an academic programme. At Victoria University the Guaranteed Entry Score from 
NCEA is 120 points for all undergraduate degrees. 

How to calculate your NCEA rank score: 

 Your rank score will be based on your 80 best credits in University Entrance approved subjects at 
level 3 or higher, and weighted by the level of achievement. You can count both achievement 
standards and unit standards 

 All Level 3 or higher approved subjects can be counted. 

 A maximum of 24 credits in each subject may be counted 

 If you have achieved fewer than 80 credits at level 3 or higher the rank score will be based on 
those you have achieved. 

 You are advised to take approved subjects and achievement standards wherever possible in 
your school programme both for entrance purposes and as the best preparation for university 
study. 

Your rank score will be calculated by awarding points as follows: 

Excellence 4 points    

Merit   3 points 

Achieved  2 points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

If you have any further questions on NCEA or require assistance please contact your House 
Deans or Ms Van Maren (the NZQA co-ordinator). For full details on NCEA the following link 
will be useful:  

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/about/index.html 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/about/index.html
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The assessment programme 
offered in each subject may 
be subject to change as a 

result of the NZQA 
standards re-alignment 

process. Students will be 
informed of any changes. 

 

 
Subjects will run depending 

on sufficient student 
numbers  

and staff availability. 
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YEAR 11 ï 13 SUBJECTS 
 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 YEAR 13 

L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

S
 ENGLISH   OR 

INTERNALLY ASSESSED 
ENGLISH or ESOL 
 

ENGLISH  OR 
INTERNALLY ASSESSED ENGLISH 
or ESOL 
 

ENGLISH 
INTERNALLY ASSESSED ENGLISH 
 

FRENCH 
JAPANESE 
MAORI 

FRENCH 
JAPANESE 
MAORI 

FRENCH 
JAPANESE 
MAORI         

M
A

T
H

S
 MATHEMATICS or 

MATHS APPLIED  
MATHEMATICS  or 
MATHS APPLIED  or - 
MATHS with UNIT STANDARDS 
 

MATHEMATICS with STATISTICS 
MATHEMATICS with CALCULUS 
MATHS with UNIT STANDARDS 
 
 

S
C

IE
N

C
E

 GENERAL SCIENCE  OR 
INTERNAL SCIENCE  or 
ALTERNATIVE  SCIENCE  
or HUMAN BIOLOGY  
 

PHYSICS 
CHEMISTRY 
BIOLOGY 
ELECTRONICS 

PHYSICS 
CHEMISTRY 
BIOLOGY 
 

S
O

C
IA

L
 

S
C

IE
N

C
E

S
 

GEOGRAPHY 
HISTORY 

GEOGRAPHY 
HISTORY 
TOURISM 

GEOGRAPHY 
HISTORY 
TOURISM 
CLASSICAL STUDIES 

ECONOMICS 
ACCOUNTING 

ECONOMICS 
ACCOUNTING 
BUSINESS SKILLS 

ECONOMICS 
ACCOUNTING 

P
H

Y
S

 ï
E

D
 /

 

H
E

A
L

T
H

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
HEALTH 
FULL RECREATION or 
HALF RECREATION/HALF 
LIFE SKILLS or 
LIFE SKILLS 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION or 
SPORTS LEADERSHIP  
OUTDOOR EDUCATION  
 

  PHYSICAL EDUCATION or 
  SPORTS PERFORMANCE 
  COMMUNITY SPORTS  LEADERSHIP 

A
R

T
S

 

ART ART 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

PAINTING 
DESIGN 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

DRAMA DRAMA 
MEDIA STUDIES 

DRAMA 
MEDIA STUDIES 

MUSIC MUSIC 
PRACTICAL MUSIC 

PRACTICAL MUSIC 

T
E

C
H

N
O

L
O

G
Y

 

ICT ï DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 
ICD 

ICT ï DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 

COMPUTING 

ICT / DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 

FOOD & NUTRITION 

 

HOSPITALITY & CATERING 
or FOOD & NUTRITION 

HOSPITALITY & CATERING 
or FOOD & NUTRITION 

TEXTILES TEXTILES TEXTILES 

GRAPHICS & DESIGN GRAPHICS & DESIGN GRAPHICS & DESIGN 

METALWORK METALWORK METALWORK 

FURNITURE MAKING FURNITURE MAKING  

T
R

A
N

S
IT

IO
N

 TRANSITION TRANSITION 
RETAILING 
GATEWAY 

TRANSITION  
RETAILING 
GATEWAY 

BOLD PRINT = COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 
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COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 
Head of Department  - Jane Hambidge 

 
 
Introduction 
The Commerce Department is responsible for the teaching of: 
 
Accounting 
Economics 
Enterprise Studies 
Business Studies 
 
Mission Statement 
 
To create in students an awareness of and practical interest in Business and Enterprise through hands on 
experience.  Students of Business and Enterprise will learn to aspire, to try things and to accept failure as 
a step on the way to success.  
 
If you like money (both making it and spending it) then our subjects are for you! 
 
Therefore the aims of the Commerce Department are: 
 

 To equip students with personal financial literacy skills. 

 To provide students of Economics with the ability to make more sense of the economic world in which 
they participate and understand how it affects them in their everyday life. 

 Engender a continuing interest and desire for further studies in our subjects or a career in Business or 
Accounting. 

 Develop the essential values and key competencies necessary to be an effective member of society. 

 Achieve the best possible results in external examinations. 
 
Why should students take our subjects? 
 
Students need to develop knowledge, skills, experiences and attitudes which will enable them, as 
individuals and as members of groups to: 
 

 Become confident about their ability to work within the community, and the world of business. 

 Be better managers of their financial affairs, resources and their own life. 

 Be familiar with the business, consumer and employment environment in which they must play an 
important part. 

 Appreciate and employ modern technologies and software packages. 

 Develop their entrepreneurial skills. 
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ACCOUNTING 
 
 
11 ACCOUNTING Code: ACC101 

Entry Requirements: None and you do not have to be really good at Mathematics.  10 Enterprise 
would be an advantage! 

Description:  
This course aims to: 

 Develop studentsô understanding of the role of accounting in society as a financial language for 
individuals, community organisations and businesses 

 Provide students with a working knowledge of the processes of accounting which they can use 
as the treasurer of a club or to prepare the financial statements of a small sole trader business 

  Become financially literate wise consumers 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Jane Hambidge 

Course Costs   

Materials: -  Field Trips: -  Other: -  

   

Where does this lead to? 
Year 12 Accounting 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  3 13 

External Standards Achievement 3 12 

Total  6 25 

 
 

12 ACCOUNTING Code: ACC201 

Entry Requirements: 12 Level 1 credits or at discretion of HOD 

Description:   
This course reinforces and expands upon the Year 11 Course, with an emphasis on the information 
needs of decision-makers and accounting systems. Students will learn to keep financial records, and 
analyse and interpret financial statements and make financial decisions. Time is spent on the 
development of accounting systems and how these can be used by different businesses to protect their 
assets.  Students gain hands-on experience with the commercial accounting software, in particular 
M.Y.O.B Business Package, as well as Powerpoint and Excel.   
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Jane Hambidge 

Course Costs   

Materials: -  Field Trips: - Other: - 

   

Where does this lead to? 
At the end of year 12, students will be able to keep small business accounts. 
 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  2 7 

External Standards Achievement 4 17 

Total  6 24 
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13 ACCOUNTING Code: ACC301 

Entry Requirements: 12 Level 2 credits or at discretion of HOD 

Description:   
Students will: 

 Describe and apply the conceptual basis of accounting in context for business entities. 

 Prepare and analyse accounts for companies, partnerships and their internal/external users 

 Analyse manufacturing systems 

 Process financial information for partnerships and/or companies 

 Explain and prepare information for management decision-making 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Jane Hambidge  

Course Costs   

Materials: - Field Trips: - Other: - 

   

Where does this lead to? Study of Accounting at University and a career as an accountant 
 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  1 5 

External Standards Achievement 4 16 

Total  5 21 

 
 

ECONOMICS 
 
11 ECONOMICS Code: ECO101 

Entry Requirements: None but 10 Enterprise Studies is an advantage 

Description: There are 7 topics covered in this course: 
 

 Producers:  Choices producers make about production 
  Producer Choice and Supply. 

 Consumers:  Consumer Choice and Demand 

 The Marketplace: Demonstrate an Understanding of the Market. 
  Develop and run a Market Day business. 

 The Economy:  Describe the effects of consumer, producer or government choice. 
  Describe how sectors of the New Zealand economy are interdependent. 
 
Students will develop the language and understanding to discuss current economic events and issues. 
After observing a business they will use what they have learned to earn credits running a Market Day 
business. Discussion of day to day changes in our economy will be an important part of the course.  
Students will be equipped and encouraged to think critically about what is happening in the world and 
NZ economies; and to question choices being made at individual, local and national levels.  Elements of 
the course will assist with being an informed consumer. 
                                  

Who can I talk to about this course?: Chris Green/Jane Hambidge 

Course Costs   

Materials: - Field Trips: - Other: - 

Market Day Investment $10 Recording Studio visit $25 Compulsory Workbook $23 

Where does this lead to? Year 12 Economics 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  3 12 

External Standards Achievement 3 12 

Total  6 24 
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12 ECONOMICS Code:ECO201 

Entry Requirements: Year 11 Economics or at discretion of HOD 

Description: In this course students get to apply understandings gained at Level 1 to answer the 
question ñWhere is the Economic future for our nation?ò  Students will gain an up-to-date view of where 
the New Zealand economy is and where it is headed.  We will use our understandings to explore options 
for future prosperity. 
  
Through the course students will: 
1. Understand a selection from: 

 Causes and effects of economic growth 

 Causes and effects of inflation 

 New Zealandôs international trade 

 Equity and Inequality 

 Causes and effects of unemployment 
2. Critically examine how government reacts to these major economic issues. 
3. Use economic models to describe economic issues. 
4. Use statistical, investigative and decision making skills to develop an understanding of economic 

issues and apply knowledge to predict future trends. 
 
Students will work towards a final presentation of their answer to the ñNZ Futuresò question as well as 
preparing for assessment through Achievement Standards. 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Chris Green/Jane Hambidge 

Course Costs   

Materials: - Field Trips: - Other: - 

  Compulsory Workbooks $26 

Where does this lead to? Year 13 Economics 
 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  Up to 4 Up to 18 

External Standards  Up to 3 Up to 12 

Total  6 24 

 
 
 

13 ECONOMICS Code: ECO301 

Entry Requirements: Year 11 or Year 12 Economics or at discretion of HOD 

Description: This level enables students to attain economic literacy and understanding through analysis 
which allows them to develop a continuing interest in economic issues. Completion of the course will 
also provide a foundation to the study of Economics at a tertiary level. There are three sections: 
 Macro-Economics (how does the economy work as a whole?) 
 Allocation Via the Market System (an analytical study of the market) 
 Allocation by the Public Sector (how and why the government ósteps inô) 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Chris Green/Jane Hambidge 

Course Costs   

Materials:  Field Trips:  Other:  

  Compulsory Workbooks $42.50 

Where does this lead to? Study of Economics at university and a career in business. 
 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  1 5 

External Standards  4 19 

Total  5 24 
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BUSINESS SKILLS 
 
 

12 BUSINESS AND BUDGETING SKILLS Code: BBS201 

Entry Requirements: Open entry but students should have an interest in learning how to manage their 
personal financial literacy and plan for their future financial literacy.  This course is designed to develop 
a financially literate person.  A financially literate person has the ability to make informed judgements 
and effective decisions about the use and management of money. 
 
This course encourages students to consider a range of financial options and make the best choice for 
their individual personal situations.  A desire to learn the practical business skills to work in an office 
environment is an advantage but not necessary. 
 
This year the course is being broadened to include some Level 2 Business Studies credits and a Level 2 
Accounting standard designed to teach students how to use the computer package MYOB, commonly 
used in business.  So you can expect to learn a little bit of basic Accounting! 
 

Description: Topics covered here will include: 

 Borrowing and the cost  of credit including student loans and credit cards 

 Budgeting and saving 

 How to read credit contracts 

 Investing and financial planning for the future 

 Kiwi Saver 

 Investing and financial planning for the future 

 Why should I have a financial plan 

 Taxation 

 Banking 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Jane Hambidge 

Course Costs   

Materials: Nil Field Trips: Nil Other: Nil 

Where does this lead to?  
For those students planning to leave school and go out to work, this course equips them with the basic 
knowledge required to live and work successfully and independently. 
This course complements the Transition Programme. 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 and 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Unit   11 24 

Total  11 24 

 
 
 



 16 

 
 
 

DRAMA AND MEDIA STUDIES 
Head of Department: Mihail Ifrim 

 

DRAMA 
 
Introduction 
Drama expresses human experience through a focus on role, action, and tension, played out in time and 
space. In drama education, students learn to structure these elements and to use dramatic conventions, 
techniques, and technologies to create imagined worlds. Through purposeful play, both individual and 
collaborative, they discover how to link imagination, thoughts, and feelings.  

Learning in, through, and about Drama stimulates creative action and response by engaging and 
connecting thinking, imagination, senses, and feelings. By participating in Drama, students' personal well-
being is enhanced. As students express and interpret ideas within creative, aesthetic, and technological 
frameworks, their confidence to take risks is increased.  

In Drama, students learn to work both independently and collaboratively to construct meanings, produce 
works, and respond to and value others' contributions. They learn to use imagination to engage with 
unexpected outcomes and to explore multiple solutions. 

As students work with drama techniques, they learn to use spoken and written language with increasing 
control and confidence and to communicate effectively using body language, movement, and space. As 
they perform, analyse, and respond to different forms of drama and theatre, they gain a deeper 
appreciation of their rich cultural heritage and language and new power to examine attitudes, behaviours, 
and values.  

By means of the drama that they create and perform, students reflect and enrich the cultural life of their 
schools, whǕnau, and communities.  

Why choose Drama? 

 Drama supports imaginativeness, exuberance, and having fun. 

 When people play roles consciously, they begin to sharpen their skills of noticing and managing 
their own thoughts. 

 Improvising opens the mind to the continuing flow of imagery and inspirations from the creative 
subconscious. 

 In todayôs world, creativity is needed as never before. Dramaïespecially improvisational types of 
dramaïdevelop the skills needed for creative thinking. 

 Techniques and concepts derived from drama are now being applied in business, education, 
community-building, personal development, therapy, professional skills training and so forth. 

 Empathy can be developed through imagining what itôs like to be in another personôs role, and so 
this process can be used to foster greater understanding and interpersonal skills. 

 Dramatic activities also promote the process of self-expression, responding to the need to be seen 
and heard. The process also offers a way for people to take the audience role, learning to 
appreciate and recognize others as they perform 

 One of the most important benefits of weaving principles and techniques of drama into everyday 
life is that it enriches the experience of living, makes it more meaningful, vivid, and fun. 

 

What Drama options are available at UHC? 

Year 11, 12, 13 NCEA Drama course 

Prerequisite: None 

Assessment: Assignments and portfolios will be assessed for NCEA Level 1, 2 & 3 Achievement 
Standards 
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11 DRAMA Code: DRM101 

Entry Requirements: Open to Year 11 students 

Description: This is a course focused on performing, producing, studying plays, performances and 
genre.  Students will be required to complete written assignments, research and perform.  They should 
understand that they will be required to put in time outside of normal school hours for performances 
when required.  The Year 11 Drama students are also extensively used by the Media Studies students 
for their film projects.  The ability to work reliably in a group situation is essential. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mr. Ifrim 

Course Costs:   

Materials:  Field Trips: Theatre $30.00 Other: 

   

Where does this lead to? 
Year 12 Drama and/or Year 12 Media studies or another Social Science subject  

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 5 22 

External Standards Achievement 1 4 

Total  6 26 

 
 

12 DRAMA Code: DRM201 

Entry Requirements: 16 Credits Year 11 Drama or Head of Department discretion 

Description: This is a course focused on performing, producing, studying plays, performances, and 
genre.  Students will be required to complete written assignments, research and perform.  They should 
understand that they will be required to put in time outside of normal school hours for performances 
when required.  The Year 12 Drama students are also extensively used by the Media Studies students 
for their film projects. The ability to work reliably in a group situation is essential. 
 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mr. Ifrim 

Course Costs:   

Materials:  Field Trips: Theatre $30.00 Other: 

   

Where does this lead to? 
Year 13 Drama and/or Year 13 Media studies or another Social Science subject  

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 5 19 

External Standards Achievement 1 5 

Total  6 24 
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13 DRAMA Code: DRM301 

Entry Requirements: 16 Credits Year 12 Drama or Head of Department discretion 

Description: This is a course focused on performing, producing, studying plays, performances, and 
genre.  Students will be required to complete written assignments, research and perform.  They should 
understand that they will be required to put in time outside of normal school hours for performances 
when required.  The ability to work reliably in a group situation is essential although this year the 
emphasis is more on individual performances. Drama is a recognised subject for University entrance. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mr. Ifrim 

Course Costs:   

Materials: - Field Trips: Theatre $30.00 Other: - 

   

Where does this lead to? 
Year 13 Drama scholarship and/or tertiary studies in a related field  

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 3 16 

External Standards Achievement 1 4 

Total  4 20 
 

 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course fees for 2012 are approximate and subject to change (fees 
are based on charges in 2011) 
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MEDIA STUDIES 
 
Introduction 
Our culture is a visual one. We have moved from a culture that privileges print to one that privileges the 
image. This is a fact of the modern world. Media Studies explores these images by trying to help the 
students understand their meaning. These media images have enormous influence - shaping not only our 
knowledge, values and desires, but also our perceptions of society and culture.    
 
The Media Studies courses allow students to explore historical, political, industrial, cultural and aesthetic 
aspects of media through a variety of visual media genres, contexts and theories. The Media Studies 
courses also fosters an understanding of how media products, whether local, national or global, are 
constructed in response to a combination of technological, institutional, creative and cultural conditions.    

Media literacy is the process of analyzing, evaluating and creating messages in a wide variety of media 

modes, genres and forms. It uses an inquiry-based instructional model that encourages people to ask 

questions about what they watch, see, and read. Media literacy education provides tools to help people 

critically analyse messages to detect propaganda, censorship, and bias in news and public affairs 

programming affect the information presented. Media literacy aims to enable people to be skillful creators 

and producers of media messages, both to facilitate an understanding as to the strengths and limitations 

of each medium, as well as to create independent media.  

The Media Studies students at Upper Hutt College learn the critical skills with which to read, analyse and 

create moving images. 

Why choose Media Studies? 
During this course you will: 

 Develop expertise in creating and producing a multimedia product 
 Improve Research Skills  
 Improve higher-order thinking skills  
 Participate in a project  
 Learn to use hardware and software related to audio-video manipulation  
 Conduct self-assessment and peer assessment  
 Develop a digital portfolio 
 Work with stimulating ideas 

  

What Media Studies options are available at UHC? 

Year 12 Media Studies 

Year 13 Media Studies 

Prerequisite: It is recommended that you have some Drama NCEA Level 1/2 background and/or ICT 
NCEA Level 1/2. 

Assessment: Assignments and portfolios will be assessed for NCEA Level 2 &3 Achievement Standards 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Propaganda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Censorship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Media_bias
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizen_media
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12 MEDIA STUDIES Code: MED201 

Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 1 Drama/English and or ICT or by approval of the Head of 
Department 

Description: This is a course focused film analysis and production.  Students will be required to 
complete written assignments and portfolios, research and create media texts.  They should understand 
that they will be required to put in time outside of normal school hours for their media productions when 
required.  The ability to work reliably in a group situation is essential. 
 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mr. Ifrim or Mr. Pierre 

Course Costs:   

Materials:  Field Trips: Wellington 
International Film Festival - $15 

Other: 

  48hrs Film Festival - $35.00 

Where does this lead to? 
Year 13 Media Studies  

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 4 15 

External Standards Achievement 2 6 

Total  6 21 

 
 

13 MEDIA STUDIES Code: MED301 

Entry Requirements: Option 1 ï NCEA Level 2 Media Studies ï 18 credits 
                                Option 2 - NCEA Level 2 Drama/English and or ICT 
                                Option 3 - by approval of the Head of Department 

Description: This is a course focused on analysis and production of a diversity of media texts.  
Students will be required to complete written assignments and portfolios, research and create media 
texts.  They should understand that they will be required to put in time outside of normal school hours for 
their media productions when required.  The ability to work reliably in a group situation is essential. 
Media Studies is a recognised subject for university entrance. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mr. Ifrim or Mr. Pierre 

Course Costs:   

Materials:  Field Trips: Wellington 
International film Festival -$15 

Other: 

  48hrs Film Festival - $35.00 

Where does this lead to? 
Media Studies scholarship and/or tertiary studies in a related field 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 3 12 

 Unit  1 15 

External Standards Achievement 1 4 

Total  5 31 

 

 
 

Course fees for 2012 are approximate and subject to change 
(fees are based on charges in 2011) 
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ENGLISH 
Head of Department  :  Jonathan Martin 

 
Introduction 
The English Department offers senior students the opportunity to consolidate the skills they have been 
developing in the junior school. These skills will equip them for their professional and personal lives 
beyond school. Success in English is fundamental to success across the curriculum. 
 
Students work to: 

 Communicate clearly and effectively 

 Demonstrate sound written skills 

 Speak clearly and with confidence 

 Understand the skills of visual communication 

 Become independent learners 

 Develop their critical thinking abilities 

 Understand how language works 

 Appreciate and enjoy texts 
 
English is a compulsory subject at Year 11 and 12 level. Students will be placed in classes by the 
English Department in consultation with the English HOD. 
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YEAR 11 ENGLISH Code: ENG101 

Entry Requirements: Two years of study in secondary school English. This academic course has the 
prerequisite of success throughout the year in Year 10 English, especially in essay writing, creative writing 
and transactional writing. Success in the Year 10 end of year exam is also important. 

Description of course content:  

 In depth study of literature; film(s), short texts, magazine articles and novel(s) 

 Preparation and delivery of a speech 

 Completion of creative and formal writing portfolios  

 Development and practise of close reading skills 

 Development of essay writing skills 

 Explaining connections across texts 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mr Jason Towersey/Mr Jonathan Martin 

Course Costs: Achievement English Text $20.00 

Where does this lead to? ENG201 or ENG202 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 3 10 

Unit   

External Standards  3 12 

Total  6 22* 

*Formal Writing could also be offered as an optional internal assessment in consultation with the classroom teacher and with 

HOD approval (3 credits) 

 
 

YEAR 11 ENGLISH 102 Code: ENG102 

Entry Requirements: Two years of study in secondary school English. Students should have an interest 
in studying visual texts including films and static images. Students should have had some success in 
essay writing and creative writing in Year 10 and/or the end of year exam. 

Description of course content:  

 In depth study of visual texts   

 Preparation and delivery of a speech 

 Completion of creative writing portfolio  

 Production of a static image 

 Development and practise of close viewing skills 

 Development of essay writing skills (film) 

 Explaining connections across texts 
 

Who can I talk to about this course? Mr Jonathan Martin/Mr Jason Towersey  

Course Costs: Refer to the stationery list 

Where does this lead to? ENG 201*, ENG 202, ENG 203 
* Students can move from ENG 102 to ENG 201 if they pass most assessments and with HOD approval 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 5 16 

External Standards Achievement 1 4 

Total  6 20 
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YEAR 11 INTERNAL ENGLISH Code: ENG103 

Entry Requirements: Two years of study in secondary school English. Students in this course may 
have struggled with the accuracy required for essay writing, creative writing and transactional writing 
assessments in Year 10. Students will focus on gaining literacy and communication unit standards. 
 

Description of course content:  

 Familiarity with film(s), short text(s), oral text(s) and novel(s) 

 Preparation and delivery of a speech 

 Writing regular responses to texts 

 Development of communication skills 

Who can I talk to about this course? Mrs Kath Cowley  

Course Costs: Refer to the stationery list 

Where does this lead to? ENG 203 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of 
Standards 

Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement Standards 1 3 

 Communication Unit Standards 4 9 

 Literacy Unit Standards 3 10 

Total  8 22* 
*Other achievement standards and/or communication unit standards could be offered in 2012 in consultation with the 
classroom teacher and with HOD approval  

 
 
YEAR 12 ENGLISH Code: ENG201 

Entry Requirements: 15 credits from ENG101 including success in two external standards or HOD 
approval. Students will focus on essay writing and a creative writing and transactional writing portfolio 
which require accuracy. Students will be expected to read or view a number of extended texts, short 
texts and films and then write detailed responses to these texts. Students will be required to take part in 
a dramatic performance as part of Shakespeare Activity Day. 

Description of course content:  

 In depth study of literature; film(s), short text(s) and novel(s) 

 Preparation and delivery of an oral presentation 

 Completion of crafted writing portfolio 

 Development of close reading skills 

 Development of essay writing skills 

 Explaining connections across texts 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mr Jonathan Martin 

Course Costs   

Materials: Refer to the stationery 
list 

Field Trips:  Other: Activity Day $13.50 
(approx.) 

   

Where does this lead to? ENG301 or ENG302 
 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 4 13 

Unit 0 0 

External Standards  2 8 

Total  8 21* 
*A reading response achievement standard could also be offered as an optional assessment in consultation with the 
classroom teacher and with HOD approval (4 credits) 
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YEAR 12 ENGLISH 202 Code: ENG202 

Entry Requirements: 15 credits from ENG 102 or HOD approval. Students should have an interest in 
studying visual texts including films and static images. Students will be expected to read or view a 
number of extended texts, short texts and films and then write detailed responses to these texts. 
Students will also be required to take part in an oral presentation as part of Activity Day.  

Description of course content:  

 In depth study of film(s) 

 Preparation and delivery of an oral presentation 

 Development of close viewing and reading skills 

 Development of essay writing skills (film) 

 Production of a static image 

 Explaining connections across texts 

Who can I talk to about this course? Mr Jonathan Martin 

Course Costs   

Materials:  Field Trips: Other: Activity Day 

  $13.50 (approximately) 

Where does this lead to? ENG301*, ENG302 
*Students can move from ENG201 to ENG301 if they pass most assessments and with HOD approval. 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 5 17 

External Standards Achievement 1 4 

Total  6 21 
 

 
YEAR 12 INTERNAL ENGLISH  Code: ENG203 

Entry Requirements: 8 credits from a Level One English course or HOD approval. Students in this 
course may have struggled with the accuracy required for essay writing, creative writing and 
transactional writing assessments in Year 11. Students will focus on achievement standards and 
communication unit standards. 

Description of course content:  

 Writing reports 

 Preparation and delivery of a speech 

 Reading a range of written texts and write responses 

 Development of close reading and viewing skills 

 Explaining connections across texts 

Who can I talk to about this course? Mr Jonathan Martin 

Course Costs: Refer to the 
stationery list 

  

Materials:  Field Trips: Other: Activity Day 

  $13.50 (approximately) 
 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 4 13 

 Communication Unit 
Standards 

3 9 

Total  7 21* 

*Other achievement standards and/or communication unit standards could be offered in 2012 in consultation with the classroom 

teacher and with HOD approval. 
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YEAR 13 ENGLISH Code: ENG301 

Entry Requirements: 15 credits from  ENG201 including success in two external standards or HOD 
approval. 

Description of course content:  

 In depth study of literature; film(s), novel or non- Shakespearean play and a Shakespearean play 

 Preparation and delivery of a seminar 

 Transactional writing 

 Development of close reading skills 

 Development of essay writing skills 

 Researching a theme in literature 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mr Jonathan Martin/Mrs Kath Cowley 

Course Costs: Othello text $15.  
Refer to the stationery list for 
other costs. 

  

Materials:  Field Trips:  Other:  

   

Where does this lead to?  
 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 3 12 

External Standards  3 12 

Internal Unit - - 

Total  6 24 

 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 13 INTERNAL ENGLISH Code: ENG302 

Entry Requirements: 8 credits from a Level Two English course or HOD approval 

Description of course content:  

 Familiarity with visual, poetic and oral language 

 Preparation and delivery of a seminar 

 Development of transactional writing. 

 Development of responses to oral and written texts 

 Production of static images 

 Completing responses to a literature topic and completing a written report 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mrs Anna Chalmers/Mr Paul Higham 

Course Costs: refer to the 
stationery list 

  

Materials:  Field Trips: Other:  

   

Where does this lead to?  

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 2   8 

Unit 4 16 

Total  6 24 
 

  



 26 

 

E.S.O.L. 
Head of Department: Greg Mutch 

 
The ESOL Department offers English language courses for international students and for some students 
living permanently in New Zealand who do not have English as their first language and whose level of 
English is not high enough for them to attend classes offered by the English Department. 
 
The nature of these courses depends on the ability of the students, their length of time in New Zealand 
and their educational goals. 
 
Course placement follows testing by the ESOL Department and discussion with students about their 
goals. 
 
The Year 11 and Year 12 English for Academic Purposes courses aim to bridge the gap these students 
will find between their present level of English and the language they will encounter in their other subjects 
and to lay a foundation for developing their academic language skills.  These courses will also help 
learners develop the social language they need at school and in the wider community.  They provide 
students with the opportunity to gain NCEA standards at Levels 1, 2 and 3.  Students also have the 
opportunity to gain Level 1 and 2 Literacy credits.   
 

YEAR 11 ENGLISH FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES      EAP101 

 
The Year 11 English for Academic Purposes course is for students who are at a Pre-Intermediate level, 
who will typically have an Oxford Placement Test score in the range from 110 to 125.  The course will 
include some of the following, depending on the needs of the students: Reading Comprehension, Writing 
Reports, Writing Recounts, and Completing Forms.  There may also be an assessment of a Formal 
Speech.  
 

YEAR 12 ENGLISH FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES      EAP201 

 
The Year 12 English for Academic Purposes course is for students who are at an Intermediate level, who 
will typically have an Oxford Placement Test score in the range from 126 to 140.  The course will include 
some of the following, depending on the needs of students: Wide Reading, Formal Writing, Film Review, 
Language Research, Poetry Study and Film Study. 
 

OTHER ESOL COURSES 

 
In addition to these courses, we also offer other ESOL courses.  These can be at any level.  They may be 
for students at a lower or higher level than the English for Academic Purposes courses or they could be 
for those same students who require additional ESOL assistance.  These classes focus on subject support 
and language extension.  At Year 12 and 13 levels there will be provision for the completion of NCEA 
literacy Standards that students have already begun in Years 11 and 12.   
 
Provision will also be made for those students wishing to prepare for international examinations such as 
IELTS, TOEFL and the Cambridge examinations such as FCE and CAE. 
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES (ICT) 
Head of Department : Paul Curry 

 

Introduction 
Having abilities with Digital Technologies enhances thinking skills as well as concentrating on the 
development of skills for: 

 Managing information 

 Using computer programmes effectively 

 Researching and presenting information 

 Problem solving 

 Design and communication 

 Information entry 
 
It is also about knowing 

 How computers work 

 How computers affect the world we live in 

 Safe working practices 

Digital Technologies are constantly changing. This means courses are constantly being updated. Home 
computers are recommended, but not an absolute necessity as school computers can be booked at 
lunchtime and after school. 

Using computers is fun! Digital Technology is about using computers well and learning some of the 
theory that make modern computer systems tick. 
 

Careers 
Computer skills are necessary for nearly every career choice a modern student may make. Some careers 
do require higher levels of skills, for example: 

 Architect  Computer Consultant  Teacher 

 Designer  Database Manager  Website Manager 

 Engineer  Desktop Publishing  Shop Assistant 

 Scientist  Office worker   Programmer 

 Help Desk  Word Processing  Librarians 

 Lawyer  Own business  Film and Radio 
 
 

Why choose Digital Technologies? 
Should you study Digital Technologies? ï YES, for everybody.  

 Currently computer skills are required for most careers and for an increasing number of everyday 
tasks in life.  

 The number of skills needed is increasing.  There are no signs of this trend changing.  

 By the time current students leave school they will need even greater expertise with computers 
and information technology. 

 

IT classes run differently to many of the more traditional subjects. Students are required to be more self 
motivated and independent, working at their own pace at their own workstation. While some written work 
is required at times, most lessons are based entirely on the computer. 
 

What Information and Communication Technology options are available at UHC? 

Year 10 10DGT 

Year 11 DGT101 (Level 1 NCEA) ï was 11ICT 

Year 12 DGT201 (Level 2 NCEA) ï was 12ICT 

Year 12 Com201 (Level 2 NCEA) ï was 12Com 

Year 13 DGT301 (Level 3 NCEA, includes Com and DGT students) ï was 13ICT 

Open DGT  DGT102 (Level 1 NCEA Basic Skills Catch-up) Open to Years 11, 12 & 13 ï was ICD 
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Digital Technologies 101 Code: DGT101 
Entry Requirements: A minimum grade of Achieved in at least 4 modules from 10ICT (10DGT) 

Description:  
During this course students will continue to develop a range of practical ICT, project and design skills.  A variety of 
types of software will be used to develop students electronic communication and presentation abilities.  Students 
carry out research and design exercises to create solutions to projects.  Some foundation level work on computer 
systems and programming will also be carried out.  Use is made of Google apps, forums and mail. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mr Curry, Ms Yourukova or Mr Thomas 

Course Costs:   

Materials: -- Field Trips: -- Other: $70 

   

Where does this lead to? 
Based on results students may elect to study Com201 or DGT201 in the following year. 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 5 17 

External Standards Achievement 2 6 

Total   26 

 
 

Digital Technologies 102 Code: DGT102 
Entry Requirements: Open to any senior student who has not completed 10ICT (10DGT) 

Description: 
This course is designed as a catch-up for students who have not completed 10ICT.  A number of level 1 and 
possibly some level 2 NCEA credits are achievable.  A range of application and graphics software will be used to 
develop your ability to communicate both verbally and visually.  Students will carry out research and design 
processes to create ICT based solutions.  Some foundation level work on computer systems and programming will 
also be carried out. 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mr Curry,  Ms Yourukova, Mr Thomas 

Course Costs:    

Materials: -- Field Trips: -- Other: $70 

   

Where does this lead to? 
DGT102 gives students the foundation knowledge and skills that will allow them to confidently use computers and 
software in a career or to progress into advanced studies.  This course will allow students to progress into Com201 
or DGT201 or have the foundation to move into the work place with computer skills. 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 3 11 

Unit 3 9 

Total   20 
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Digital Technologies 201 Code: DGT201 

Entry Requirements: 14 credits from DGT101 (11ICT) or DGT102 (Senior ICD) 

Description:  
This course will give you the opportunity to complete NCEA Level 2 Digital Technology assessments.  It 
is intended for students wishing to further their planning and design skills, along with the advanced use 
of applications software.  This course makes use of Microsoft Office, Google apps, forums and mail.  A 
major project consisting of research, planning, designing and building an ICT solution makes up a 
significant part of this course. 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mr Curry or Ms Yourukova 

Course Costs:   

Materials: --  Field Trips: -- Other: $70 

   

Where does this lead to? 
This programme of study consists of NCEA level 2 credits. It is designed for those students considering 
DGT301 (13ICT) and/or future study or careers that may involve the use of Information Technologies at 
University, Polytechnic or in an IT workplace.  

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  5 22 

External Standards  None  

Total   22 

 
 
Computing 201 Code: COM201 

Entry Requirements: 14 credits from DGT101 (11ICT) or DGT102 (Senior ICD) 

Description: Computing 201 is desirable for anyone wanting to gain the knowledge and skills for 
programming, online communications, computer hardware, software, web design, multimedia 
applications, schematic diagramming and systems.  Heavy use of Google apps, mail, forums, sites and 
blogs is an important aspect of this course. 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mr Curry 

Course Costs   

Materials: -- Field Trips: -- Other: $70 

   

Where does this lead to? 
This programme of study consists of NCEA level 2 credits. It is designed for those students considering 
DGT301/Com301 (13ICT) and/or future study or careers that may involve aspects of Information or 
Computer Technologies at University, Polytechnic or in an IT workplace.   

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  2 6 

 Unit  2 6 

External Standards Achievement  2 7 

Total   19 
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Digital Technologies 301 / Computing 301 Code: DGT301 

Entry Requirements: 14 credits from 12COM or 12ICT (COM201 or DGT201) 

Description: DGT301 is a combined class for both Computing and Digital Technology students.  
DGT301 encompasses both an ICT and/or a Computing course.  A mixture of units may be taken; these 
are taught in parallel in the same class.  DGT concentrates on extending students design and software 
skills whereas Computing focuses on technical understanding and programming. Themes covered in this 
course include online communications, hardware and software systems, website development, project 
management, spreadsheet and database applications, multimedia development, programming, and 
social and ethical issues in a digital world. 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mr Curry 

Course Costs    

Materials: -- Field Trips: -- Other: $70 

   

Where does this lead to? 
This programme of study is designed to provide students with high value NCEA level 3 credits.  It is for 
those students considering future study or careers that may involve aspects of Information or Computer 
Technologies at University, Polytechnic or in an IT workplace.   

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Unit 6 22 

External Standards  None -- 

Total   22 

 
 
 



 31 

 

Create 

opportunities for 

me such as 

scholarships to 

overseas countries.  

 

Combine with my 

other  subjects to 

give me a 

competitive edge in 

the job market.   

 

Improve my 

analytical & 

deductive skills.  

 

Make travelling 

more interesting & 

rewarding.  

 

Help me to better 

understand my own 

language & culture.  

 

 

Open my mind to 

other  cultures.  

What can 

learning 

another  

language do 

for me?  

 

INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES 
Head of Department : Jo Hawes 

 
 

Bonjour 
 

Konnichiwa 
 

 
What International Languages can I study at UHC? French & Japanese 
 
French and Japanese run as full year options from Year 9. Each year you will build on what you have 
learnt in the previous year. For this reason it is not possible to pick up a language for the first time after 
Year 9. The longer you continue to learn a language the more useful it will be for your future. 
 
How are International Languages taught? 
 
A variety of language activities are used to encourage greater skill in Listening, Speaking, Reading and 
Writing. For example, paired activities, role-play, listening to CDôs, watching DVDôs, internet, e-palsô 
exchange and cultural visits. You will also discover interesting cultural features of the language speakersô 
countries. 
You will have opportunities to host exchange students and to participate in an exchange to Japan, 
Vanuatu or Noumea. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Language learning teaches memory building, flexibility and intelligent guesswork builds deduction and 
problem solving skills that are in demand by employers.  Language trained people can be found managing 
research units in government departments such as Trade, Treasury and Commerce; in Internal and 
Foreign Affairs; the media, tourism, teaching, scientific research and law. 
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11 French Code: FRE101 

Entry Requirements: 

Á 100 credits for Year 10 Certificate of Achievement in French 
Á Head of Department discretion 

Description: 

Youôll be learning how to talk/write about: 
Á Holidays, Travel 
Á NZ, Paris  
Á Health  
Á Eating Out 
Á Making reservations, complaints and friends 
Á Your sports and leisure interests 

Who can I talk to about this course? Madame Taylor 

Course Costs   

Materials:Language Perfect $15 
languageperfect.co.nz subscription 

Field Trips: (possible exchange 
trip to Villa approx. $3,500 in 
2015 

Other: cuisine 

 

Where does this lead? A disciplined flexible mind and a culturally adaptable person! Year 12 French 
Language trained people can be found in government departments, media, tourism, teaching, scientific 
research and law. 
 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards: Achievement 3 14 

External Standards: Achievement 2 10 

Total  5 24 

 
 
 
 

12 French Code: FRE201 

Entry Requirements: 

Á 15 Credits at NCEA Level 1 
Á Head of Department discretion 

Description: 
You will learn about: 
Á French speaking countries around the world 
Á Future possibilities & Plans  
Á France compared with New Zealand, 
Á French literature, music, film, cuisine, art and/or history    

*A combined course with 13 French is likely 

Who can I talk to about this course? Madame Taylor 

Course Costs   

Materials: languageperfect.co.nz 
$15 subscription 

Field Trips: Possibly Alliance + 
Bakery $20 

Other:  

   

Where does this lead? Year 13 French 
Language trained people can be found being aupairs on their OE, in government departments, media, 
tourism, teaching, scientific research and law. 
 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards: Achievement 3 14 

External Standards: Achievement 2 10 

Total  5 24 
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13 French Code: FRE301 

Entry Requirements: 

Á 15 Credits at NCEA Level 2 
Á Head of Department discretion 

Description: 
You will learn about:  
Á French speaking countries 
Á French literature, film art and/or music,  
Á Issues that you feel strongly about eg: World equality, war, morality, environment or technology 

*A combined two year course with 12 French is likely 

Who can I talk to about this course? Madame Taylor 

Course Costs   

Materials: languageperfect.co.nz 
$15 subscription 

Field Trips: (possibly $20 max) Other:  

   

Where does this lead? tertiary study, international travel 
Language trained people can be found being aupairs on their OE in government departments, media, 
tourism, teaching, scientific research and law. 
 

 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards: Achievement 3 9 

External Standards: Achievement 3 15 

Total  6 24 
 
 

11 JAPANESE Code: JPN101 

Entry Requirements: 

Á 100 credits for Year 10 Certificate of Achievement in Japanese 
Á Head of Department discretion 

Description: 
You will learn about: 
Á Yourself, your home and your family 
Á Shopping, eating out & inviting people to do things 
Á Sport, leisure and health 
Á Travel & holidays 

Who can I talk to about this course? Hawes Sensei 

Course Costs   

Materials: 
$15 Language Perfect  
$15 Vocabulary & Grammar 
Guide  

Field Trips:  
Approx. Japanese Restaurant $20 
Japan Tour (optional) $4500 in 
2012 

Other:  
$5 Cooking 

   

Where does this lead? Travel!  An interesting career!  Year 12 Japanese! 
Language trained people can be found in government departments; media, tourism, teaching, scientific 
research and law. 
 

 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards: Achievement 3 12 

External Standards: Achievement 2 12 

Total  5 24 
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12 /13 JAPANESE Code: JPN201 

Entry Requirements: 

Á A minimum of 15 Achievement Standard credits at previous level 
Á Head of Department discretion 

Description: 
Topics to be studied include: 
Á Comparative study: New Zealand & Japan 
Á The Whaling Debate & other issues 
Á Film review 
Á Once upon a time: Story telling & History 
Á My óHappy Lifeô Plan 

Who can I talk to about this course?  Hawes Sensei 

Course Costs   

Materials:  
$15 Language Perfect  
$15 Vocabulary & Grammar 
Guide  

Field Trips:  
Approx costs:  
Japan Tour (optional) $4500 in 
2012 

Other:  
$5 for How to topic - Cooking 

   

Where does this lead? 

Travel!  An interesting career!  Tertiary study! 
Language trained people can be found in government departments; media, tourism, teaching, scientific 
research and law. 
 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards: Achievement 3 12 

External Standards: Achievement 2 12 

Total  5 24 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards: Achievement 3 9 

External Standards: Achievement 3 15 

Total  6 24 
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MATHEMATICS 
Head of Department  :  Andrew Gurney 

 
The Mathematics Department offers 3 courses at Year 11, 3 at Year 12 and 3 at Year 13 for NCEA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9 MAT 

10 MAT 

11 MAP 

MAT102 

11 MAT 

MAT101 

13 MAC 

MAT301 

13 MAS 

MAT302 

12 MAT 

MAT201 

 

13 MAU 

MAT303 

 

12 MAP 

MAT203 

12 MAU 

MAT202 

 

11 MLA 

MAT103 
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11 MATHEMATICS Code: MAT101 

Entry Requirements:  
Á A reasonable completion of Year 10 course work. 
Á Head of Department discretion 

Description:  
Á Develops and extends the Mathematics covered in Years 9 and 10 
Á Content includes: 
Á Algebra  
Á Graphs and relationships 
Á Statistics  
Á Geometry and Trigonometry 
Á Measurement 
Á Number 

Who can I talk to about this course? Mr Gurney, Ms Hutchinson 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbook $25 Field Trips: Nil Other: Calculator $30 

   

Where does this lead to?  
Year 12 Mathematics (MAT201) and Year 12 Maths with Unit Standards (MAT202) 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards: Achievement: 4 14 

Unit: 0 0 

External Standards: Achievement: 2 8 

Total  6 22 

 
 
 
 

11 MATHEMATICS APPLIED Code: MAT102 

Entry Requirements:  
Á Head of Department discretion (generally Open Entry) 

Description: 
Á The course is designed for those who have had difficulty with Year 9 and 10 Mathematics and 

who wish to gain the basic skills of Mathematics required for the NQF Level 1 and Level 2 
certificates.   
Á Content includes: 
Á Measurement  
Á Number  
Á Statistics  
Á Probability 
Á Geometry  
Á Trigonometry 

Who can I talk to about this course? Mr Gurney 

Course Costs   

Materials:  Workbook $30 Field Trips: Nil Other: calculator $30 

   

Where does this lead to?  
Year 11 Mathematics (MAT101) and Year 12 Mathematics (MAT202 and MAT203) 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards: Achievement: 7 22 

Unit: 0 0 

External Standards: Achievement: 0 0 

Total  7 22 
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11 MATHEMATICS with LEARNING ASSISTANCE Code: MAT103 

Entry Requirements:  
Á Head of Department discretion and/or Head of Awhina discretion 

Description: 
Á The course is designed for those who have had severe problems with Year 9 and 10 

Mathematics and who wish to gain the basic skills of Mathematics along with the Numeracy 
credits required for the NQF Level 1 certificate. 

Á Very limited numbers and is a very small class each year 
Content includes: 
Á Number 
Á Measurement 
Á Geometry 
Á Probability 

Who can I talk to about this course? Mr Gurney, Mrs Clarke, Mrs Forde 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbook $30 Field Trips: Nil Other: Calculator $30 

   

Where does this lead to?  
Year 11 Level One Applied Mathematics (MAT102) 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards: Achievement: 1 2-4 

Unit: 3 10 

External Standards: Achievement: 0 0 

Total  4 12-14 

 
 

12 MATHEMATICS Code: MAT201 

Entry Requirements: 
Á 18 Level 1 credits including (as essential) Achievement Standard 1.1 Algebraic Reasoning 
Á Head of Department discretion 

Description:  
Á Develops further the topics introduced in Year 11 Mathematics and introduces new concepts: 
Á Trigonometry 
Á Algebra, Graphs and Co-ordinate Geometry 
Á Sequences and Series 
Á Calculus 
Á Statistics and Probability 

Who can I talk to about this course? Mr Gurney, Ms Hutchison 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbook $25 Field Trips: Nil Other: Graphics Calculator $110 

   

Where does this lead to?  
Year 13 Calculus (MAT301) or Statistics (MAT302) or Mathematics with Unit Standards (MAT303) 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards: Achievement: 4 12 

 Unit: 0 0 

External Standards: Achievement: 3 14 

Total  7 26 
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12 MATHEMATICS with UNIT STANDARDS Code: MAT202 

Entry Requirements: 
Á 14 Level 1 credits from MAT101 
Á 20 Level 1 credits from MAT102 and MAT203 combined 
Á Head of Department discretion 

Description: 
Á Fully internally assessed course 
Á Develops further the topics introduced in Level 1 Mathematics and introduces new concepts: 
Á Trigonometry 
Á Graphs 
Á Co-ordinate Geometry 
Á Calculus 
Á Statistics and Probability 
 

Who can I talk to about this course? Mr Gurney 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbook $25 Field Trips: Nil Other: Graphics Calculator $110 

   

Where does this lead to?      Year 13 Statistics (MAT302 or Year 13 Mathematics with Unit Standards 
(MAT303) 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement: 1 3 

 Unit: 7 17 

External Standards Achievement: 0 0 

Total  8 20 

 
 

12 MATHEMATICS APPLIED Code: MAT203 

Entry Requirements: 
Á 10 Level 1 credits from MAT102 
Á Head of Department discretion 

Description: 
Fully internally assessed course at Level 1 only  
Develops further the topics introduced in Year 11 Mathematics with Applications: 

Á Number 
Á Measurement 
Á Probability and Statistics 
Á Trigonometry 
Á Geometry 

Who can I talk to about this course? Mr Gurney, Mr Bond, Mr Beckett 

Course Costs   

Materials: Nil Field Trips: Nil Other: Calculator $30 

   

Where does this lead to?  
Year 12 Mathematics with Unit Standards (MAT202) 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 and 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement:: 7 22 

 Unit: 0 0 

External Standards: Achievement: 0 0 

Total  7 22 
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13 MATHEMATICS WITH CALCULUS Code: MAT301 

Entry Requirements:  
Á 18 Level 2 Credits including Achievement Standards: 2µ1 Algebra and 2µ3 Calculus  
Á Head of Department discretion 

Description:  
Á Develops further the topics introduced in Year 12 Mathematics and introduces new concepts: 
Á Differentiation (techniques, rates of change, applications) 
Á Integration (techniques, applications, kinematics, differential equations) 
Á Trigonometry (solving equations and manipulating expressions) 
Á Conics (graphs of circles, parabolas, ellipses, hyperbolas and their applications) 
 

Who can I talk to about this course? Mr Gurney, Ms Finnegan, Ms Hutchinson 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbook $30 Field Trips: Nil Other: Graphics calculator $110 

  (unless already own one) 

Where does this lead to?  
This course is for those who wish to continue pure Mathematics, Engineering or Scientific related study. 
Many universities require this subject as a pre-requisite for Accounting, Economics, Computing, 
Surveying, Architecture and Medical studies, to name a few areas. 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards: Achievement: 1 4 

Unit: 0 0 

External Standards: Achievement: 3 15 

Total  4 19 

 
 

13 MATHEMATICS WITH STATISTICS Code: MAT302 

Entry Requirements:  
Á 14 Level 2 Credits including Achievement Standards 2.5 Statistics and 2.6 Probability 
Á Head of Department discretion 

Description:  
Á Develops further some of the topics introduced in Year 12 Mathematics and introduces: 
Á Probability 
Á Time series graphs 
Á Confidence intervals 
Á Bivariate data analysis 
Á Probability distribution models 
Á Solving equations and using graphs in a statistical context 
Á Modelling applications 

Who can I talk to about this course? Mr Gurney, Mr Beckett, Mrs Hall 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbook $30 Field Trips: Nil Other: Graphics calculator $110 

  (unless you already own one) 

Where does this lead to? 
This course is for those who wish to study pure and applied Mathematics, Commerce, Social Sciences 
or Scientific related study. Many universities require this subject as a co-requisite for Accounting, 
Economics, Business, Computing, Biology, Chemistry, Geography and Medicine to name a few areas. 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards: Achievement: 3 9 

Unit: 2 5 

External Standards: Achievement: 3 11 

Total  8 25 
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13 MATHEMATICS WITH UNIT STANDARDS Code: MAT303 

Entry Requirements:  
Á 16 Level 2 Credits from MAT202 including two US5247, 5250 and 5253 
Á 10 Level 2 Credits from MAT201 including one AS2µ5 Statistics and AS2µ6 Probability 
Á Head of Department discretion 

Description:  
Á Totally internally assessed course 
Á Develops some of the topics introduced in Year 12 Mathematics and introduces new concepts: 
Á Time series graphs  
Á Bivariate data analysis 
Á Modelling of practical situations using technology 
Á Algebra and geometry 
Á Probability 
Á Graphs  
Á Numerical methods of solving equations 

Who can I talk to about this course? Mr Gurney, Mr Beckett, Mr Bond 

Course Costs   

Materials: Nil Field Trips: Nil Other: Graphics calculator $110 

   

Where does this lead to?  
Leads onto Polytechnic courses and University study in areas such as Business, Commerce, 
Psychology, and general Social Science fields like Geography etc. 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 and 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards: Achievement: 2 6 

Unit: 6 17 

External Standards Achievement 0 0 

Total  8 23 
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MUSIC 

Head of Department: Jill Owen 

 
11 MUSIC  Code: MUS101 

Entry Requirements: Previous study of Music at Year 10 and at least 3 years instrumental tuition. 
Vocalists will be assessed by HOD.  

Description:  Topics to be studied include: 

 Solo performance 
 Composition   
 Aural recall 

 

 Group performance 
 Study of composers and their wor 
 Score reading 

 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Miss Owen 

Course Costs   

Materials: $30.00 Field Trips:  $80.00 Other: - 

   

Where does this lead to? Year 12 and 13 Music 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 4 22 

External Standards  2 8 

Total  6 30 

 

12/13 MUSIC  Code: MUS201 

Entry Requirements:  
Year 12: Previous study of Music at Year 11 and at least 4 years instrumental tuition. Vocalists will be 
assessed by HOD. Achievement of A.S. 1.1,1.2 and 1.6                            
Year 13 Previous study of music at Year 12 and at least 5 years instrumental tuition. 
Achievement of A.S.2.1,2..2, and 2.7. Year 12 and 13 students can select from a range of Achievement 
and Unit standards to suit their interests and abilities. This subject also requires extensive out of school 
hours involvement. 
All students require HOD approval to enrol in this course. 

Description:  Topics to be studied include: 

 Solo performance 
 Composition   
 Instrumentation 
 Score reading   

 Group performance 
 Study of composers and their work 
 Arrangement 
 Research 

 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Miss Owen 

Course Costs   

Materials: $30.00 Field Trips:  $80.00 Other: - 

   

Where does this lead to? Year 13 Music and then to University for further music study. 

Assessment    

NQF Level:   2 Type of 
Standard 

Number of 
Standards 

Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 3-4 18 (approx.) 

External Standards  3 14 

Total  6-7 32 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of 
Standard 

Number of 
Standards 

Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 5 25 

External Standards  1 8 

Total  6 33 
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13 MUSIC Code: MUS301 

Entry Requirements: At least 3 years instrumental tuition. Vocalists will be assessed by HOD.  
 

Description:  Topics to be studied include: 

 Group Performance skills 

 Self Management 

 sSolo and Group performance 

 Research 
   

Who can I talk to about this course?: Miss Owen 

Course Costs   

Materials: $30.00 Field Trips:  $80.00 Other: 

   

Where does this lead to?  
This course is designed for students who have high level of practical music skills who may wish to 
continue with a music career in live performance. It gives students the skills and knowledge to either go 
to a Polytechnic course of study or gain the management and industry knowledge skills to begin a 
performing career.  Students will select Unit standards according to interest and ability. 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Unit 6 Up to 29 

External Standards    

Total  6 Up to 29 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Course fees for 2012 are approximate and subject to change 
(fees are based on charges in 2011) 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Head of Department: Adam Wilson 

 
Introduction:  The Physical Education Department offers senior students many opportunities to extend 
and develop the skills introduced in the junior school. Many of you will already be involved in sport at 
Upper Hutt College. Study in one or more of the courses listed here will give you the chance to relate 
actual experiences to formal study and help improve understanding, performance and, most of all, 
enjoyment of physical activity. 
 
Careers:  Choosing to study Health, Physical or Outdoor Education in senior school can be the first step 
on an exciting and worthwhile career pathway. Some of the more common career possibilities are listed 
here: 
 
Á Sports Coach Á Physiotherapist Á Teacher 
Á Dancer Á Sports Manager Á Sports Medicine 
Á Personal Trainer Á Sports Nutrition Á Refereeing 
Á Recreational 

Management 
Á Outdoor Instructor Á Sports Journalism 

Á Adventure Tourism 
Á Health Care 

Á Mountain Guide Á Event Management 
 

 
Even if you are unsure about the value of studying Physical Education in senior school you can be certain 
that understanding about healthy exercise lifestyles can set you on the course to lifelong health benefits 
and physically active lives ï something none of us can afford to miss out on. 
 
The Courses:  All of the courses described here do require students to undertake formal study in Health, 
Physical or Outdoor Education. There will be regular homework set and an expectation that high 
performance standards are maintained throughout the year. The Year 9 and 10 courses were almost 
exclusively practical in nature, so students will need to quickly accept that senior school study in these 
subject areas will be much more rigorous and academically demanding. Students will be required to 
undergo formal assessment at regular intervals throughout the school year. 
 
All students will need to accept that the completion of practical work, if this is a requirement of their 
course, must take precedence over a studentôs other sporting commitments. 
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YEAR 11 PHYSICAL EDUCATION Code: PED101 

Entry Requirements: 

Description: This course extends and reinforces the work done in Years 9 and 10 and introduces 
elements of exercise physiology and the benefits of sport and exercise in todayôs society. Students will 
be involved in a range of physical activities but will also spend time in the classroom. 
 
This course will provide an excellent lead into other senior Physical Education courses.  
 

 
Who can I talk to about this course?:  Mr Wilson and Ms Jamieson 

Course Costs   

Materials:  - Field Trips: - Other: - 

 Practical PE based visits: $50  

Where does this lead to? 

NCEA Level 2 Physical Education, Year 12 Sport & Leadership, Year 12 Outdoor Education 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 5 20 

Unit   

External Standards Achievement   

Total  5 20 

 
 
 

YEAR 11 NCEA LEVEL 1 HEALTH Code: HEA101 

Entry Requirements: 

Description: This course will comprise of NCEA Level 1 credits in Health.  The course will continue to 
foster the development of factors that influence the health of individuals, groups and society.  It will give 
students the opportunity to take action to enhance well-being, demonstrate understanding of ways in 
which well-being can change strategies to support well-being demonstrate understanding of 
interpersonal skills used to enhance relationships, demonstrate understanding of strategies for 
promoting positive sexuality, and demonstrate understanding of issues to make health-enhancing 
decisions in drug-related situations. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?:  Mr Wilson & Ms Galyer 

Course Costs: $15.00   

Materials:  - Field Trips: - Other: - 

   

Where does this lead to?  Tertiary qualifications by NZIS, WELTEC and others. 

 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 4 16 

   

External Standards Achievement 1 4 

Total  5 20 

 

NOTE: STUDENTS CANNOT TAKE MORE THAN TWO PE BASED COURSES IN ONE YEAR 
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YEAR 11 PCH ï FULL RECREATION Code: PCH101 

Entry Requirements:  

Description: This course will comprise of Unit Standards based in the realm of Physical Education. The 
course focuses on giving students the opportunities to maintain an active lifestyle, as well as equipping 
them with the knowledge and skills related to making and maintaining healthy lifestyle choices, 
participating and leading others, accepting and overcoming challenges, developing empathy towards 
others and pursuing excellence. 
 
Students considering this course must be prepared to engage in regular physical activity. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?:  Mr Wilson, Ms Galyer, or your PE Teacher. 

Course Costs   

Materials: $10 Field Trips: Other: 

   

Where does this lead to? 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 2 5 

Unit 1 3 

External Standards Achievement   

Total  Minimum 3 Minimum 8 

 

 
 

YEAR 11 PCH ï HALF RECREATION / HALF LIFE SKILLS Code: PCH102 

Entry Requirements:  

Description: This course will comprise of Unit Standards based in the realm of Physical Education and 
Life Skills. The course focuses on giving students the opportunities to maintain an active lifestyle, as 
well as equipping them with the knowledge and skills related to making and maintaining healthy lifestyle 
choices, accepting and overcoming challenges, developing empathy towards others, pursuing 
excellence and exploring career possibilities. 
 
Students considering this course must be prepared to engage in at least two periods of physical activity 
a week. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?:  Mr Wilson, Ms Galyer, or your PE Teacher. 

Course Costs   

Materials: $10 Field Trips: Other: 

   

Where does this lead to? 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 2 5 

Unit 4 11 

External Standards Achievement   

Total  Minimum 6 Minimum 16 

 

NOTE: STUDENTS CANNOT TAKE MORE THAN TWO PE BASED COURSES IN ONE YEAR 
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YEAR 11 PCH ï LIFE SKILLS Code: PCH103 

Entry Requirements:  

Description: This course will comprise of Unit Standards based in the realm of Life Skills. The course 
focuses on giving students the opportunities to examine their future directions they may take both in 
school and after school, their learning styles, as well as equipping them with the knowledge and skills 
related to making and maintaining healthy lifestyle choices, accepting and overcoming challenges, 
career choices, developing empathy towards others and pursuing excellence. 
 
Students considering this course will be in the classroom for the four periods. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?:  Ms Jamieson 

Course Costs   

Materials: $10 Field Trips: Other: 

Where does this lead to? 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement   

Unit 4 15 

External Standards Achievement   

Total  Minimum 4 Minimum 15 

 
 
 
 

YEAR 12 PHYSICAL EDUCATION Code: PED201 

Entry Requirements: 

 A minimum of 13 Credits at NCEA Level 1 Physical Education 

 Head of Department discretion 

Description: This course will comprise of NCEA Level 2 Credits in Physical Education. The course 
includes the following areas of study; Biomechanics & Functional Anatomy, Sociology of Sport, Exercise 
Physiology, Skill Learning & Sport Psychology and Lifestyle studies. Study in Year 12 Physical 
Education will prepare students for a career in the Health and Fitness Industry, and will equip them with 
the foundations for further study at tertiary level. 
 
Students considering this course should be prepared to spend much of their time in the classroom, 
although there is a practical component requiring generally high performance standards. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?:  Mr Wilson and Ms Galyer 

Course Costs   

Materials: $25 Field Trips: - Other: - 

   

Where does this lead to? 

NCEA Level 3 Physical Education, Year 13 Community Sports Leadership, Year 13 Sports Performance 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 7 22 

Unit - - 

External Standards Achievement - - 

Total  7 22 

 

NOTE: STUDENTS CANNOT TAKE MORE THAN TWO PE BASED COURSES IN ONE YEAR 
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YEAR 12 SPORT & LEADERSHIP Code: SPL201 

Entry Requirements: Head of Department discretion 

Description: This course focuses on equipping students with the knowledge and skills to pursue a 
passion for Sport and Sports Leadership. The course will help to develop leadership skills that are not 
only necessary during sporting opportunities but also in the local Community. Students will be involved in 
a range of physical activities but will also spend some time in the classroom organising for 
leadership/coaching sessions of other students from UHC. 
 
This course will provide a lead into 13 CSL and 13 SPO.  
 

Who can I talk to about this course?:  Mr Wilson and Mr Fairfield 

Course Costs   

Materials: $25 Field Trips: - Other: - 

   

Where does this lead to? 

Year 13 Community Sports Leader and Year 13 Sports Performance 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 1 4 

Unit 6 18 

External Standards Achievement   

Total  7 22 
 

 
YEAR 12 OUTDOOR EDUCATION Code: OED201 

Entry Requirements: 

 Must be able to swim. 

 This is a restricted numbers course and attendance records from the previous year will be a large 
consideration when selecting students for the course. 

Description: This course focuses on equipping students with the knowledge and skills to pursue a 
passion for the outdoors. The course comprises of key themes; Bush, Rock, Mountain. Students will 
participate in activities including Navigation, First Aid, Rock Climbing, Abseiling, Adventure Based 
Learning, Rafting and High Ropes.  
 
Students considering this course should be prepared to engage in theoretical concepts in the classroom 
that will allow them to increase their ability to pursue adventure in the outdoors. Students must also 
understand that this is restricted numbers course, and as such students will be expected to maintain a 
high level of discipline or else they put their place at risk. 
 
The $300 fee will be due before you commence the course. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?:  Mr Wilson and Ms Daysh 

Course Costs   

Materials: - Field Trips: $300 Other: - 

Where does this lead to? 

NZOIA qualifications in chosen outdoor activities, Year 13 Community Sports Leader. 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 and 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 2 6 

Unit 8 20 

External Standards Achievement - - 

Total  10 26 
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YEAR 13 PHYSICAL EDUCATION Code: PED301 

Entry Requirements: 

 15 credits at NCEA PE Level 2  

 Head of Department discretion 

Description: This course extends the work carried out at Level 1 and 2 NCEA Physical Education. 
Students will: 

 Learn how to appraise and evaluate their ability to perform in a physical activity following a 
Personal Improvement Programme. 

 Compare their performance level in a physical activity against national standards. 

 Carry out an in depth investigation into an issue affecting New Zealand Society. 

 Look at ways to influence the physical activity levels of students during school hours. 

 Plan and review a training programme leading to participation in the UHC Duathlon. 
 

Who can I talk to about these courses?:  Mr Wilson  

Course Costs:   

Note:  Course costs include the entry fee and swimming training for the UHC Duathlon 

Where does this lead to? 

Tertiary qualifications offered by NZIS, WELTEC, AUT, Victoria University and others. 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 6 24 

Unit - - 

External Standards Achievement - - 

Total  6 24 

 
YEAR 13 SPORTS PERFORMANCE Code: SPO301 

Entry Requirements: 

 High performance in team or individual sports.  

 A proven track record of contribution to school sport.  

 Students will be identified by Sports Managers, the Sports Co-ordinator and the Physical 
Education department. 

 

Description: This course is aimed at students who have a proven record of high performance in one or 
more sports and who wish to further their studies in Sports Science and its related areas. The course will 
be modular based and include: Sports Conditioning, Methods and Principles of Training. A focus of the 
course will be Personal Fitness, and Training Programme Planning and Implementation. 
 
This course will be made up of both theory and practical aspects and students will be expected to 
participate fully in both. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?:  Mr Wilson and Mrs Galyer 

Course Costs: $15   

Materials: Field Trips: - Other: - 

Where does this lead to? 

Tertiary qualifications offered by NZIS, WELTEC, AUT and others. 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 and 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement - - 

Unit 4 16 

External Standards Achievement - - 

Total  Minimum 4 Minimum 16 
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YEAR 13 COMMUNITY SPORTS LEADERSHIP Code: CSL301 

Entry Requirements: A minimum of 12 credits at a Level 2 PE Course.  Head of Department discretion. 

Description: This course aims to provide students with the work experience, knowledge and necessary 
skills required in order to be able to serve as a Community Sports Leader. This course will focus on 
sports administration and the basic principles of sports coaching. Students will be expected to take part 
in the running and organising of UHC and local Primary / Intermediate based sports events. Students 
should also expect to lead physical activity sessions at Primary / Intermediate School level. 
 
Links will be made within the local community sports sector. 

Who can I talk to about this course?:  Mr Wilson 

Course Costs   

Materials: $50 Field Trips: - Other: - 

Where does this lead to? 

Tertiary qualifications offered by NZIS, WELTEC, AUT and others. 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 1 4 

Unit 4 16 

External Standards Achievement - - 

Total  Minimum 5 Minimum 19 

 
 

 
 
 
NOTE: STUDENTS CANNOT TAKE MORE THAN TWO PE BASED COURSES IN ONE YEAR 
 

Course fees for 2012 are approximate and subject to change 
(fees are based on charges in 2011) 
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SCIENCE 
Head of Department : Catherine Laing 

 
Science includes Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Human Biology, Alternative Science and Electronics 
 
Introduction 
 
Science is a core subject at Years 9 and 10 and 11. At Years 12 and 13, if students continue with Science 
they may choose to do one or more of the four specialised areas: 
 
Year 11 students: all students MUST take a Science course. Students will be directed into the most 
appropriate course for them. Students taking five subjects will take: 

 General Science; OR 

 Internal Science; OR 

 Human Biology; OR 

 Alternative Science 
 
Students taking six subjects will take General Science. They may also take Internal Science OR Human 
Biology. 
 
Year 12 students taking five subjects may take three of the four Science subjects available. Students 
taking six subjects may take all four Science subjects. Science subjects available in Year 12 are: 
 

 Chemistry 
 Physics 
 Biology 
 Electronics 

 
Science together with Mathematics and English forms an important part of our curriculum. It is an 
essential subject to lead into many careers and professions. 
 

What is Science about? 
 
First and foremost, Science is about discovery. In learning Science one discovers, through systematic 
observations and experiments, what happens around us and why things happen. 
 
Based on the knowledge and understanding we gain this way, scientists are able to make new discoveries 
and advances in a range of areas including: technology; medicine; engineering; material sciences; space 
exploration; genetic engineering; and horticulture, to name just a few. 
 
Much of the Science curriculum at all levels involves hands on experiments. Students learn not only to 
plan experiments and investigations into all sorts of areas, but also to carry them out individually and in 
small groups. 
 

Who can or should do Science? 
 
If you are curious about the world around you and want to acquire skills to find out why and how things 
happen, then Science is for you. 
 
If you would like to pursue a career in medical sciences, technology, scientific research, engineering, 
horticulture or agriculture, the environmental sciences or the armed forces, then Science is for you. 
 
Whether you have made up your mind about your career or not, you should give Science at Year 11 a 
serious attempt, and at least one branch of sciences at Years 12 and 13. Many employers, including those 
in law and accountancy, are now asking for graduates who have some science background so that they 
are able to deal with problems in which specific issues are involved. 
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Level 1 General Science Code: SCI101 

Entry Requirements: None 

Description: 
 
Level 1 General Science is a course that will cover the following areas: 
Mechanics; Electricity and Magnetism; Acids and Bases; Genetics; and Carbon Cycling. 
 
Level 1 General Science will provide a broad Science education and appropriate background for all 
students, and MUST be taken if students think they may wish to take Level 2 Science subjects. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Ms Laing, Mrs Kitt,  Ms Brown, Mr Latailakepa 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbooks $35  Field Trips: Other: 

   

Where does this lead to? 
Science is a important subject for many career paths including medicine, engineering, food technology, 
agriculture, dentistry, winemaking, ecology, sports science, physiotherapy and many more. 
MOST students in Year 11 will take this course.  
 
Any student who is considering taking Science subjects in Years 12 and 13 MUST take this course.  
 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  2 8 

External Standards Achievement 3 12 

Total  5 20 

 

Level 1 Internal Science Code: SCI102 

Entry Requirements: At the HODôs discretion. 

Description: 
 
Level 1 Internal Science is likely to cover the following areas: 
Rates of Reaction; Metals; Microorganisms; Current Biological Issues; and Astronomy 
 
NOTE: THIS COURSE DOES NOT LEAD TO ANY LEVEL 2 SCIENCE COURSE. 
 
Teachers of Year 10 Science will direct students towards this course as appropriate. 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Ms Laing, Mrs Kitt, Ms Brown 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbooks $25  Field Trips: $40 Other: 

   

Where does this lead to? 
Students who have taken Internal Science in Year 11 may take Level 1 General Science the following 
year. 
 
NOTE: THIS COURSE DOES NOT LEAD TO ANY LEVEL 2 SCIENCE COURSE. 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  5 19 

External Standards    

Total  5 19 
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Level 1 Alternative Science Code: SCI103 

Entry Requirements: At the HODôs discretion. 

Description: 
This is a course in general Science. It is not suitable for anyone wishing to continue Science subjects in 
Year 12. Students will be guided into this course as appropriate from Year 10. 
 
A variety of areas will be covered in this course and could include: heat in everyday life; the use of 
carbon compounds as fuels; chemical reactions; astronomical events; and a practical investigation 
and/or research task. 
 
Teachers of Year 10 Science will direct students towards this course as appropriate. 
 
NOTE: THIS COURSE DOES NOT LEAD TO ANY LEVEL 2 SCIENCE COURSE. 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Ms Laing, Mrs Kitt, , Ms Brown 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbooks $20 Field Trips: Other: 

   

Where does this lead to? 
Students who successfully complete SCI103 can, the following year, enrol in SCI101, SCI102 or BIO101. 
 
 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  4 16 

Unit 0 0 

External Standards  0 0 

Total  4 16 

 
 

Level 1 HUMAN BIOLOGY Code: BIO101 

Entry Requirements: At the HODôs discretion.  

Description: 
This is an academic course that covers various of areas human biology. They include: the interaction 
between humans and micro-organisms; the mammal as a consumer; links between human life process 
and the environment; research the links between diabetes and obesity; and, a practical investigation on 
enzyme action. 
 
As well as being a general interest course, Human Biology is a good background for people going into 
childcare education, medicine (provided General Science is taken as well) social work, as well as to Year 
12 Biology.  
 
NOTE: Both General Science & Human Biology may be taken concurrently IF the student is taking six academic 
subjects. This course will NOT suit students coming from 10LAP Science. 

 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Ms Laing, Mrs Kitt, Ms Brown 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbooks $20 Field Trips: Other: 

   

Where does this lead to? 
 
Students who complete Level 1 Human Biology can take Level 2 Biology. 
 
This course does not lead into Level 2 Physics or Chemistry. 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  4 15 

External Standards Achievement 1 3 

Total  5 18 
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12 BIOLOGY Code: BIO201 

Entry Requirements:  

 12 credits in SCI101 (including AS 1.9 and one other external) or Human Biology; or  

 At the discretion of the Head of Department. 

Description: 
Year 12 Biology gives an overview of the plant and animal kingdoms. Topics covered include: cellular 
processes; genetic variation and changes; practical investigations (ecology, microscopes and cell 
processes); adaptations in plants and animals; and, an analysis of biological information presented to the 
public. 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Ms Laing, Mrs Kitt, Ms Brown 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbooks $30 Field Trips: $40 Other: 

   

Where does this lead to? 
Students who successfully complete this course can take Year 13 Biology. 
 
Biology is an important subject for those considering, among things: any of the Health Sciences (such as 
medicine, dentistry, physiotherapy, nursing); the Environmental Sciences (such as biotechnology, food 
science, microbiology, plant biology, zoology); or the agricultural and horticultural fields. 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards  5 17 

   

External Standards Achievement 2 8 

Total  7 25 

 

 
13 BIOLOGY Code: BIO301 

Entry Requirements:  

 15 Credits or more at level 2 Biology; or  

 At the discretion of the Head of Department. 

Description: 
The course has six main sections: 
- Genetics;       -    Evolution and speciation; 
- Animal behaviour and plant responses;  -    Human biological and cultural evolution; 
- Biotechnology     -   One practical investigation, on a selected animal  

            or a plant. 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Ms Laing, Mrs Kitt, Ms Brown 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbooks $35 Field Trips: $25 Other: 

Where does this lead to? 
Students who successfully complete this course can go on to study a range of Sciences at a tertiary 
institution.  
 
Biology is an important subject for those considering, among things: any of the Health Sciences (such as 
medicine, dentistry, physiotherapy, nursing); the Environmental Sciences (such as biotechnology, food 
science, microbiology, ecology, zoology); or the agricultural and horticultural fields.  
Many Science based degrees require, or strongly suggest, a basic understanding of Biology, and any 
student considering such a course of study is advised to take Biology at school. 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  2 7 

Unit 2 7 

External Standards  3 10 

Total  7 24 
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  12 CHEMISTRY Code: CHE201 

Entry Requirements:  

 12 credits in SCI101 (including AS 1.5 and one other external standard); or  

 At the discretion of the Head of Department. 

Description: 
In Chemistry, we study the structure and properties of substances and how they react with one another 
to form new compounds.  

This course covers a variety of areas including: identification of ions; understanding structure and 
bonding; organic chemistry; chemical reactivity; oxidation and reduction; and, there is an extended 
investigation. Students will also learn about the History of Chemistry and Chemists during the course of 
the year. 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Ms Laing, Mrs Kitt, Mr King 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbooks $32 Field Trips: Other: 

Where does this lead to? 
Students who successfully complete this course can take Year 13 Chemistry. 
 
Chemistry is an essential subject to take at school for those considering: any of the Health Sciences 
(such as medicine, dentistry, physiotherapy, nursing, pharmacy); the Environmental Sciences (including 
biochemistry, food science, brewing, winemaking, molecular biology); Engineering (including 
mechanical, civil, forestry, chemical, environmental and structural) and is a highly sought after subject for 
those considering the armed forces. 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  3 10 

External Standards Achievement 3 13 

Total  6 23 

 
 

13 CHEMISTRY Code: CHE301 

Entry Requirements:  

 15 Credits at Level 2 NCEA Chemistry; or  

 At the discretion of the Head of Department. 

Description: 
Chemical principles taught in Year 12 are expanded at this level, with greater details and a more 
systematic approach. 
 
Topics include thermochemistry, shapes and structures of molecules, aqueous solutions, oxidation-
reduction reactions, inorganic and organic chemistry. It is a challenging and stimulating course with a 
significant practical component, which includes an extended practical investigation. 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Ms Laing, Mrs Kitt, Mr King 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbooks $40 Field Trips: Other: 

   

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  2 6 

Unit 0 0 

External Standards  4 18 

Total  6 24 
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12 PHYSICS Code: PHY201 

Entry Requirements:  

 12 Credits in SCI101 (including AS 1.1 and one other external standard); and  

 12 Credits in Year 11 Maths including Algebra 90147;  
OR  

 At the discretion of the Head of Department. 

Description: 
The course involves: 
Á Basic practical skills 
Á Mechanics 
Á Behaviour of light and waves 
Á Electricity and magnetism 
Á Atomic physics 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Ms Laing, Mrs Kitt, Mr Latailakepa 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbooks $40 Field Trips: Other: 

   

Where does this lead to? 
Students who successfully complete this course can take Year 13 Physics. 
 
Physics is a strongly recommended subject to take at school for those considering: any of the Health 
Sciences (such as medicine, dentistry, physiotherapy, nursing, pharmacy); Engineering (including 
mechanical, civil, structural, automotive and avionics); the Environmental Sciences (including 
atmospheric science, astronomy, biotechnology and industrial chemistry); and is a highly sought after 
subject for those considering the armed forces. 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  3 10 

External Standards  3 16 

Total  6 26 

 

13 PHYSICS Code: PHY301 

Entry Requirements:  

 15 Credits from Year 12 Physics; and  

 12 Credits from Year 12 Maths including Algebra 2.1 (90284) and Graphs 2.2 (90285)  
OR  

 At the discretion of the Head of Department. 

Description: 
There are five compulsory sections:- measurement, mechanics, wave motion, electricity, photons, atoms 
and nuclei. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Ms Laing, Mrs Kitt, Mr Latailakepa 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbooks $40 Field Trips: Other: 

Where does this lead to? 
Students who successfully complete this course can study Physics and Physics related courses at a 
tertiary institution. 
 
Physics is a strongly recommended subject to take at school for those considering: any of the Health 
Sciences (such as medicine, dentistry, physiotherapy, nursing, pharmacy); Engineering (including 
mechanical, civil, structural, automotive and avionics); the Environmental Sciences (including 
atmospheric science, astronomy, biotechnology and industrial chemistry); and is a highly sought after 
subject for those considering the armed forces. 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement  1 4 

External Standards  4 19 

Total  5 23 
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12 ELECTRONICS Code:  ELE201 
Entry Requirements: 

Á Science AS 1.6; and 
Á Year 11 Maths AS 1.7 (Number) or Unit Standards 5224, 5225; and 

Á Year 11 Maths AS 1.1 (Algebra) or Unit Standard 5223 

 OR  

Á At the discretion of the Head of Department. 
 

Description: 
 
This course is suitable for students with an interest in Electronics. It covers: - 

Á Basic electronic current principles 

Á Basic electrical components 

Á Combinations of components to form simple electronic systems 

Á Practical construction of a printed circuit including soldering 

Á Construction of simple electronic products 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Ms Laing, Mr Latailakepa 

Course Costs   

Materials: Workbooks $28,  Field Trips: Other: $25 

   

Where does this lead to? 

The course allows students to complete an industry-recognised qualification, and is a good introduction 
for further training and employment in this field. 
 
To gain the NCET 16 Credits must also be gained from any combination of the following subjects ï 
Maths, Computing, Chemistry or Physics. 
 
Students can gain the ETITO Proficiency Award by passing 3 of the Unit Standards and demonstrating 
competency in soldering skills. 
 

Assessment    

NQF Level: Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement    

Unit 5 24 

External Standards    

Total  5 24 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Head of Faculty:  Michelle Maiava 

 

GEOGRAPHY AND TOURISM 
 
Geography is the study of the environment as the home of people. It seeks to interpret the world and 
how it changes over time ï past, present, and future. It explores the relationships and connections 
between people and both natural and cultural environments. 
 
Geography investigates the ways in which features are arranged on the earthôs surface. It describes and 
explains the patterns and processes that have created them. 
 
Students learn to think spatially and use maps, visual images and new technologies, including 
geographical information systems (GIS), to obtain, present and analyse information. Geography skills fall 
into several categories: 

 Geographic resource interpretation skills e.g. using maps, statistics, models, surveys. 

 Geographic resource construction skills e.g. drawing précis maps, constructing graphs. 

 Communication skills e.g. writing paragraphs or essays, interviewing, using graphic organisers. 

 Social skills e.g. work in groups, being empathetic, appreciating different values or perspectives. 

 Fieldwork skills e.g. gathering information from the field such as surveying, measuring, sketching. 
 
Geography can be picked up at any level without having studied the previous yearôs course. At all 
levels in Geography some part of the course is internally assessed.  
 
Whatever level students take it, geography offers students the opportunity to learn a range of skills and 
knowledge that they can apply in their everyday lives. Geography can be a pathway to tertiary education 
and a broad range of careers. A geography job is any work that focuses on location. Although there are 
few jobs entitled GEOGRAPHER, employers like Geography students because they have a good 
understanding of the world around them. People who are able to make complex decisions using the above 
skills are required for a wide variety of occupations. Geography will help you in the following careers: 
 
 Tourist Officer  Å Geologist  Å Forest Ranger   
 Landscape Gardener Å Diplomat  Å Farmer    
 Aerial Photographer Å Export Agent  Å Cartographer 
 Business Manager Å Journalist  Å Teacher  
 Ecologist   Å Oceanographer  Å Meteorologist   
 Land Agent   Å Town Planner  Å Climatologist 
 Mining   Å Surveyor   Å Local Government   
 GIS Computer Systems Å Market Researcher Å Environmental Planner 

 
 

Does Tourism interest you? If you are keen to be part of a very dynamic industry that is currently 
New Zealandôs second largest employer then perhaps this is for you. The New Zealand Tourism Industry 
is looking for more ñtourist savvyò employees to assist in the hosting of other major events in the future, 
especially in the wake of the 2011 Rugby World Cup.  
 
We offer the new Aviation, Tourism and Travel Training Organisation secondary schools course launched 
in 2009. If students choose to take this subject over two years, they can work towards gaining the National 
Certificate in Tourism (Introductory Skills). During their studies students will gain the knowledge and skills 
required as a base for further training in the tourism industry (in fact useful skills for any workplace). 
Students who go on to study Tourism at tertiary institutes may find their courses reduced due to their prior 
studies. 

Course fees for 2012 are approximate and subject to change 
(fees are based on charges in 2011) 
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11 GEOGRAPHY Code: GEO101 

Entry Requirements: 

 None but ideally good levels of achievement in Year 10 Social Studies, English, History or 
Science. 

 

Description: 
Topics to be studied include:  

 Extreme Natural Events ï Earthquakes in New Zealand and overseas 

 Population Studies ï Monsoon Asia 

 Metereology/weather and tropical cyclones ï a global study 

 Geographic research ï dairy farm field trip 

 Current New Zealand Geographic Issue 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mrs Maiava 

Course Costs   

Materials:  Field Trips (approximately): Other: 

 Dairy farm: $20.00  

Where does this lead to? 
Year 12 Geography or another Social Science subject 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 3 10 

External Standards  3 12 

Total  6 22 

 

12 GEOGRAPHY Code: GEO201 

Entry Requirements: 

 A minimum of 15 Achievement Standard Credits in NCEA level 1 Geography, English, History or 
Science OR 

 Head of Department discretion 

Description: 
Topics to be studied include:  

 Natural landscapes ï Amazon and Tongaririo Volcanic Centre 

 Urban studies ï Wellington  

 Disparities in Development ï global, SE Asia and Africa 

 Research (involves field trip), current Global Study and Geographic Issue 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mrs Maiava 

Course Costs   

Materials:  Field Trips (approximately): 
Tongariro Volcanic area $270 

Other: 

 Urban studies: $20.00  

Where does this lead to? 
Year 13 Geography or another Social Science subject 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 3 11 

External Standards  3 12 

Total  6 23 
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13 GEOGRAPHY Code: GEO301 

Entry Requirements: 

 A minimum of 15 Achievement Standard Credits in NCEA level 2 Geography, English, History or 
Science OR Head of Department discretion 

Description: 
Topics to be studied include:  

 Natural processes ï Hutt River Drainage Basin: fluvial and tectonic processes 

 Cultural processes ï Tourism development: global patterns, Bali, and Rotorua 

 Planning and decision-making: Geographyôs role in planning, local and national geographic 
issues 

 Global Study and Current Geographic Issue 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mrs Maiava 

Course Costs   

Materials:  Field Trips (approximately): Other: 

 Hutt River: $25.00 
Rotorua: $330.00 

 

Where does this lead to? 
University to complete a BA or BSc 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 3 9 

External Standards  3 12 

Total  6 21 

 

12 TOURISM Code: TOU201 

Entry Requirements: 

 A minimum of 50 Credits in NCEA level 1 OR  

 Head of Department discretion 

 Please note that this is not an academic course 

Description: 
Topics that may be studied include: 

 Tourism characteristics and needs ï an introduction to the tourism industry 

 Performing calculations for the tourism industry 

 Using the internet in a tourism workplace 

 Work roles in tourism and personal requirements 

 Knowledge of world tourist destinations 

 Knowledge of New Zealand as a tourist destination 

 Impacts of tourism on the physical environment 
 

If this course is taken in Year 12 and 13, students can work towards gaining The National Certificate in 
Tourism and Travel ï Introductory Skills. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mrs Maiava 

Course Costs   

Materials:  Field Trips: Other: 

Where does this lead to? 
Year 13 Tourism or Year 13 Geography 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 & 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement - - 

Unit  7 22 

External Standards  - - 

Total  7 22 
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13 TOURISM Code: TOU301 

Entry Requirements: 

 Priority will be given to those students who have successfully passed Year 12 Tourism (gained 
a minimum of 10 credits) 

 A minimum of 50 Credits in NCEA level 2 OR 

 Head of Department discretion 

 Please note that this is not an academic course 

Description: 
Topics to be studied include: 

 Knowledge of Australia as a tourist destination  

 The business of tourism ï an introduction 

 Knowledge of specific New Zealand regions as tourist destinations ï Hawkesô Bay and 
Queenstown 

 Describe and promote a New Zealand tourist destination 
 
If this course is taken in Year 12 and 13, students can work towards gaining The National Certificate in 
Tourism and Travel ï Introductory Skills. 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?: Mrs Maiava 

Course Costs   

Materials:  Field Trips (approximately) Other: 

 Hawkes Bay: $150  

Where does this lead to? 
Tertiary tourism studies 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 & 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement - - 

Unit 4 24 

External Standards  - - 

Total  4 24 
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HISTORY 
 
History can be picked up at any level without having studied the previous yearôs course as long as you 
meet the prerequisites. 

There are many excellent reasons why taking History is a good idea: 

Á You will understand more about why our world is the way it is today. After all, you can't know who 
you are or where you may be heading, if you do not know your past. 
 

Á History is made up of many fascinating characters and stories.  
 

Á History extends your thinking skills. 
 

Á You will learn to interpret historical information from a range of sources. 
 

Á You will develop your research skills by learning how to gather information; how to select what 
information is relevant and how to organise the information with a variety of note making 
techniques. 
 

Á You will learn how to process information, how to tell the difference between fact and opinion and 
how to recognise different points of view, bias and propaganda. 
 

Á You will learn how to present and communicate your information in a variety of formats. You will 
learn how to write accurately, logically and effectively.  

Jobs that History can lead to: 
 

Á Journalist Á Teacher Á Lawyer 

Á Architect Á Historian Á Diplomat 

Á Museum / Art Gallery Curator Á Town Planner Á Tertiary Lecturer 

Á Author Á Librarian Á Archivist 

Á Anthropologist Á Archaeologist Á Art Conservator 

Á Researcher Á Policy Analyst Á Manager 

Á Publisher Á United Nations Advisor Á Officer in the Armed Forces 

Á Web Designer Á Games/Animation Designer Á Film Director / Producer 

Á Television & Radio Writer Á Television & Radio Presenter Á Television & Radio Director 
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11 HISTORY Code:  HIS101 

Entry Requirements: None but ideally good levels of achievement in Year 10 Social Studies, English or 
History. 

Description: 
Topics to be studied include: 

 The Road to War and Beyond 1918 -1945 - The lead up to and impact of World War Two 

 Who Do You Think You Are New Zealand? ï Key Events in New Zealand History 

 Slavery to Freedom - Black Civil Rights in the USA 
 

Who can I talk to about this course?  Ms Nicol 

Course Costs   

Materials:  Field Trips:  Other: 

 Approximately $25-30  

Where does this lead to?  Year 12 History or another Social Science Subject 
 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level:  1 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 3 12 

Unit - - 

External Standards Achievement 2 8 

Total  5 20 

 
 
 

12 HISTORY Code: HIS201 

Entry Requirements: 
A minimum of 15 Achievement Standard credits in NCEA Level 1 History, Geography or English  OR 
at the discretion of the Head of Department. 
 

Description: 
Topics to be studied include: 

 The Weimar Republic and the Nazi State 1918-1945 

 South Africa ï Apartheid to Freedom 1949-1990s 

 Protest and Dissent - Case Studies of  Protest and Dissent in NZ and the World 
 

Who can I talk to about this course? Ms Nicol 

Course Costs   

Materials:  Field Trips:  Other: 

 $25 approximately   

Where does this lead to?  Year 13 History or another Social Science Subject 
 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 2 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 3 14 

Unit - - 

External Standards Achievement 2 9 

Total  5 23 
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13 HISTORY Code:  HIS301 

Entry Requirements: 
A minimum of 15 Achievement Standard credits in NCEA Level 2 History, Geography or English  OR 
at the discretion of the Head of Department. 
 

Description: 
Topics to be studied include: 

 New Zealand History- research assignment 

 Early Modern England 1558-1667- Elizabeth I, James I, Charles I The Civil War, Oliver Cromwell, 
The Restoration 

 

Who can I talk to about this course? Ms Nicol 

Course Costs   

Materials:  Field Trips: 
 

Other: 

Longman Writeïon notes 
$20.00 approximately 

  

Where does this lead to?  University to complete a BA and /or Law Degree 
 

 

Assessment    

NQF Level: 3 Type of Standard Number of Standards Number of Credits 

Internal Standards Achievement 2 9 

Unit - - 

External Standards Achievement 2 10 

Total  4 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


